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The Pilkington Scholarship

The Class of '68 has initiated the setting up a memorial fund to
honour Ms Margaret Pilkington, former English teacher and Deputy
Headmistress in the ‘60s and ‘70s, who passed away last August.
What began as a small fund-raising idea among a few old classmates
of setting up a Pilkington Scholarship, has now turned into a full-
fledged fund-raising campaign, sanctioned by the School.

The donations of at least $20,000 from Class of '68 will go to the
setting up of a scholarship and funds from other sources will go
to ‘Yat Pin Tin, Boon Mau Tien’ ( ) slope-
strengthening / mural project. The scholarship will be awarded to
a Secondary Ill student who has shown the greatest improvement
in English during the academic year. It is hoped that The Pilkington
Scholarship - Best Improvement In English Award would inspire a
lot of students to work harder in this crucial year. The student
chosen must have good conduct.

The slope-strengthening project to which our fund will also
contribute is a much needed undertaking, and requires a much
larger sum of well over HK$100,000.

Please see YWGSAA web site for ways of donating to the Fund.
Every dollar counts. Your generous donations will be greatly
appreciated!

Rosanna Mak Wai Lim ‘68

Ms Pilkington with Kwan Man-wai
(Miss Hong Kong Festival 1969)
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Ms Pilkington with Mak Wai-lim Rosanna (left),
Cheung Yuen-ting Mabel (right), So Wai-ying
Vivienne (at the back), class of '68, at the
Centenary Dinner in 2000.
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Variations On The Same Theme

It is seven o’clock in the
evening in Vancouver,
Canada. The Chinese
television daily news is on.
| hear a familiar voice, that
of Mrs, Lilian To Wong Yim
Bun ( ), or simply
Wong Lai Lai ( ) as
she is known to us, her classmates of Class '62.
What viewers see as a petite, delicate figure, often
with a warm and gentle smile, belies the invisible
might of an ‘iron lady: Her list of achievements
speak for themselves. They include -

« The Canadian 125th Anniversary Confederation
Medal, 1992;

« The YWCA Women of Distinction Award, 1999;

« Citation for Citizenship Award (by the Canadian
Government), 2001

Lai Lai was also named by the newspaper
Vancouver Sun as one of the 25 most influential
people in B.C. in 1998, and was on the list of
the Vancouver Magazine as one of the 50 ‘Most
Powerful People in Vancouver’ in 2002,

All this is because Lai Lai happens to be the Chief

Executive Officer of S.UC.CESS. (United Chinese
Community Enrichment Services Society), a unique
immigrant service agency which has become, over
the past 15 years the largest of its kind in the province
of British Columbia, Canada. SU.CCESS. has a
clientele of 460,000, with 350 staff members and
over 8,600 volunteers. It provides employment
training, family counselling, and programmes for
the elderly, youth and women.

Although I live just five minutes from Lai Lai, | have
more opportunities to say hello to her on the TV
screen than in person, as her working hours are
incredibly long and irregular. She is hard to get
hold of. Yet, busy as she is, Lai Lai has never
forgotten her Ying Wa friends. Whenever we have
a reunion dinner, Lai Lai would always try her best
to attend, if only just in time for dessert, or as we
are about to pay the bill!

Such afocused life has its beginnings in the primary
school years at Ying Wa, where Lai Lai excelled in
everything she did. Indeed she was always first in
our class. She also took an active role in students'
affairs: she was the President of the Student Council
in the early 60s. Any wonder that now, at the top
of her professional ladder, she has become the
embodiment of SUCCESS.

As the saying goes: ‘behind every successful man
there is a woman’; in Lai Lai's case, it may well be
said: ‘behind every successful woman there is a
man’. She is indeed fortunate to have a most
supportive hushand and two adoring sons.

A Chinese Missionary In Paris

Meeting Jesus in Paris

After finishing my studies in English and
Comparative (European) Literature in the
University of Hong Kong, | decided to go to
France, my dreamland, for further studies. While
in Paris | stayed in a Salvation Army hostel where
| met with some of the younger Salvationists
in our weekly Bible study group. | could see that
they had a joy and peace that | did not have,
even though | came from a Christian home. |
realised that | had to make a personal decision
and that was what | did. | asked God one night
to accept me as the ‘humblest servant in His
House’, as Mary prayed in the Magnificate. |
had come to France to see the glory of a
nation, instead, | had found the ‘True Light’
in the ‘City of Lights’!

The following year, an OM missionary
conference ‘Operation World' was held in the
hostel where | was staying. The conference
opened my eyes to the great spiritual needs of
France. During that meeting | had the deep
conviction that God’s plan for my life was to
work for Him in the country that | loved. OM
stands for Operation Mobilisation which is an
international interdenominational missionary
movement working in 80 countries with 3000
workers in collaboration with the local

Evangelical Protestant churches. The goal is
to mobilise and train Christians to do
evangelism and help plant churches. OM also
has 2 ships, the ‘Doulos’ & ‘Logos II' that go
around the world doing evangelism & giving
humanitarian aid to many countries. Doulos
has been to HK several times.

When I joined OM France in 1989, they were
desperately looking for an office
administrator. | gladly took up the post even
though | was a teacher and had never had
any training in administration. | knew that
this was what God had prepared for me.

What is life like for a Chinese missionary?
Working in Europe in the context of an
international team can take quite a bit of
getting used to. People in the West are
generally more direct and verbal than
Easterners. They like to express their likes and
dislikes more readily than us Asians who are
more reserved and more reluctant to reveal
our inner selves. This can cause
misunderstanding. | have come to realise that
my co-workers are not ‘mind-readers’ and
that | have to express myself more. It has not
been easy getting over the barriers of my own
cultural upbringing.

2004 is the year of the Monkey. Quite a few of our
classmates, including myself, were born ‘monkeys:
Lai Lai was not, that is apparent. Yet, with amonkey’s
impish wit, | have succeeded on quite a few
occasions to lure her into play! Lai Lai isso dedicated
to her work that ‘play’ is not on her agenda. In the
year 2000, we persuaded Lai Lai to travel to Hong
Kong to attend Ying Wa's Centennial celebrations.
Afterwards, she even agreed to cross the border to
Shenzhen for shopping and a pampering massage.

Such is the stuff that we Ying Wa girls are made
of. If you are gifted with the talents and capacity
for hard work like Lai Lai, you would probably
end up a CEO too. But if you are somewhat like
me... do not despair! There’s a special place
(called 'niche’) for each of us in this world. You
just need some monkey tricks to find it!

Differences aside, Lai Lai and I still enjoy a life-long
friendship which first began at Ying Wa. And we,
each in our own unigque ways, continue to live our
days, doing our personal best, to make a difference.

by Poon Kwok Yin who attended primary school at Ying Wa
(‘53 to ‘58). She then went on to secondary school and the
Royal Academy of Music in the UK. A talented musician,
Kwok Yin has four children and is currently working as a family
therapist in Vancouver. She has never lost touch with her
Alma Mater and the friends she made all those years ago.

France, though
beautiful and |
rich in culture, is
a very secular
country and a
difficult mission
field, with less
than 0.63%
evangelical |
Christians. It is |
therefore |
encouraging to |
see that

attitudes have

changed in the past 10 years. People are more
willing to listen in their search for truth. The
ministry of TeenStreet has also been quite a
success in touching the younger generation
who live in a society with few remaining moral
values.

God puts dreams in our hearts so that we
can fulfil them according to His plan. What
can be more valuable than knowing that we
are in the centre of His will?

Maureen Ma ‘70, Vice-president of Student Council,
daughter of Rev John Ma, former Chairman of School
Council, and sister of Katherine '68 and Eileen ‘74,
now a missionary in Paris.
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Some Updates

from the Principal

School Development Plan and Annual
School Plan

To further enhance school development and
accountability, the school has put the School
Development Plan (2003-2007) and Annual
School Plan (2003-2004) onto the School
Homepage. Alumnae are welcome to browse
the Homepage (www.ywgs.edu.hk). You will
find the most recent updates of the school.

Reading Corner

As an effort to promote reading, a portion of
a staff quarters (Unit 12C) has been reserved
and is open to junior form as a Reading Corner.
Students can go there before school and
during lunch time to enjoy their quiet reading
time. The corner operates on a self-run basis
with no extra man-power involved. However,
we do need books for students. Second-hand
books which are appropriate to students’ level
and in fair condition are much welcome. These
books will be placed in the Reading Corner for
a certain period and then given out to
students. Please do support the Alumnae
Association’s appeal to bring at least a book
with you to the Founder’s Day Dinner on 26
March 2004. Bulk donations are also welcome.
For more details, please contact Mrs Pauline
Yip at 2546 3151 or yp@ywgs.edu.hk .

Celebrating 105th Anniversary

The 105th Anniversary of the school is just
around the corner. Though we do not plan to
hold a full-scale celebration as that of the
centenary, we are planning to kick off a series
of interesting and meaningful events in
September 2004 with its finale in the Founder’s
Day 2005. The events will surely write new
pages in the history of Ying Wa. The school
will join hands with the Alumnae Association
on the celebration. More details will be
available on the Alumnae Association
homepage and in the forthcoming
newsletters.

The Miss Pilkington Memorial Fund
Initiated by a group of 1968 graduates, the
fund is set up in fond memories of Miss
Pilkington who served in Ying Wa from 1958
to 1972. This is indeed a beautiful act and it
demonstrates fully the nobility of education
in Ying Wa through which virtues and legacies
are nurtured and passed. The Fund has also
gained the support of other alumnae as well.
Please see the article by Rosanna Mak Wai Lim,
coordinator of the project, for more details.

The Miss Bow Sui Hing Memorial Fund
Besides the Miss Bow Sui Hing Scholarship, a
fund has also been set up by Miss Bow’s family
members to support sports development in
school. With the support of the fund, the
Baskethall Team organized a training camp on
12-14 December 2003 to prepare members
for the forthcoming inter-school basketball
contests. It is expected more training
programmes will be subsidized by the Fund.
Ruth Lee
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Heart-to-Heart:
Alumnae pour their

Rosanna Mak Wai Lim ('68) and
Chan Nim Yin (‘62) have two
unique stories to share with
fellow alumnae.

Rosanna recounted endearing
anecdotes on the late Ms Bow Sui
Hing, former PE teacher of 27 years.
Guess who tells the best ghost stories?
Chan Nim Yin, former Chair of the
English Panel, was overwhelmed
when a trip to China with a YW
classmate catapulted her to a world
tracing back literally to the very
beginning of her life.

Read these ‘Not-to-miss’ articles at
our Website:

http://go.to/ywgsaa

Mrs. Margaret Goh taughtEnglish, Math and
Geography in Ying Wa from 1959.to 1966.
She left when her-family returned to

Singapore. Her enthusiasm for teaching, her sunny personality, and warmth towards her students have left a lasting legacy.- She-passed away on 4
September 2002. Her son said in the eulogy delivered at her funeral service that "She (Mrs. Goh) taught at Ying Wa Girls’ School fer six‘years-when our
family lived in Hong Kong. | wish | had the time to tell you about our Hong Kong days as they comprised the happiest memaries of Mom."; We miss

you, Mrs. Goh. May you rest in peace.

her son are at the centre.
Do you remember Mrs. Goh?

A young alumna asked recently, "Do any
of you recall who Mrs. Goh was? She
passed away recently." "Certainly,"
answered a 50+ alumna, "She taught me
English in Form | in 1962 and Geography
in the following year."

Mrs. Goh came from Singapore, but she did
not have the accent of that city. When she
taught in Ying Wa, she often wore cheong
sam and classical western dress, typical of
teachers of her generation. Junior secondary
school girls admired her groomed looks —
short curly hair, gorgeous figure and
fashionable attire. They hoped to acquire
some of that glamour one day.

Students then were very afraid of her, because
her English was so good and so fluent, and she
was always so serious with her subjects that
they felt the pressure in her class. Years after,
they know that nothing ventured, nothing
gained. She was a pioneer in teaching
Geography by a project approach in the 60's.
She once told her students to research into
materials on Australia and prepare a workbook.
Mrs. Goh had since opened up the minds of
these girls. They have travelled extensively and
dispersed far and wide, living in Hong Kong,

Christmas Party at Mrs. Goh's home. Mrs. Goh and | Picnic at Shing Mun Reservoir. Mrs. Goh at left end and her son in
the centre.

Australia, Canada and USA. Some girls even
adopted her flair for style and beauty.

AsRev. C.C. Lee has once put it, "Education isa
business of using people to influence people".
Albeit that Mrs. Goh's service in Ying Wa was
short, she had obviously influenced the life of
many young girls of those days, who all enjoyed
travelling, learing new things and are now
heading for retirement in different parts of the
world. Mrs. Goh's contribution to Ying Wa will
be fondly remembered. .

Luk Ming '69

Mrs. Goh was our Form 2 class mistress
in 1964. In my mind she is an active and
fun-loving teacher. Although memory
fades with time, nonetheless | can still
remember her smiling face and hearty
laughter. | think Mrs. Goh taught us
English and may be geography and other
subjects. However, it is not the teachings
that remain in my mind. It is the fun we
have together. When people from our
class reminisce the time we have with Mrs.
Goh, we all can remember the picnic Mrs.
Goh and Miss Moore took us to Shing Mun
Reservoir. We also have fond memory of
the party we have at Mrs. Goh's place one
Christmas. | think Mrs. Goh is one of the
few teachers who invited the whole class to

So Ka Wah, Choy Chee Mun.

her home and introduced us to her family.
We all enjoyed the good food , the carol
singing, the game time and the pictures we
have taken together. These pictures always
remind us the good old days at Ying Wa. |
am glad to share some of them with you.

So Ka Wah ‘68

In Memory Of Mrs. Margaret Goh

It is with much sadness that | learnt that yet
another teacher of our era has passed away. |
have had many fond memories of Mrs. Goh,
my Form 2 class mistress and one of my
favourite teachers. | could still picture Mrs. Goh
in the teachers' room of the now demolished
old YW building (with the verandah bordering
the teachers' room). In school, she was often
seen in the company of other teachers like Mrs.
Norma White, Miss Margaret Moore, Miss (now
Rev,) Lee Ching Chee, Miss Betty Barr (now Mrs.
Betty Wang) and the late Miss Margaret
Pilkington.

| remember Mrs. Goh as a teacher who truly
enjoyed teaching and being in the presence of
her students. She was always cheerful and full of
laughter. She was a teacher who was available
and accessible, a teacher whom you would visit
or chat casually during break time. Her friendliness
and warmth would take away any intimidation

From left Chan Hou Wah, Loong Yee Ling, Mrs. Goh,

sometimes a teacher would project. She
exemplified the YWGS tradition of maintaining a
close teacher/student relationship.

Mrs. Goh was both hospitable and
generous with her after-school time. She
took the whole class for an outing/
barbecue at Shing Mum Reservoir and
invited us to her home at Blue Pool Road
during Christmas time. These were rare
treats for the students in those days and
were very special to me. We felt so
privileged to be in her class.

We kept in touch with each other even after
Mrs. God’s return to Singapore (where she
originally came from). When | was at HKU, |
participated in the Intervarsity Games held
in Singapore (mini Olympic games among
some of the universities in Asia). Mrs. Goh
took me and other teammates from YWGS
(including Wong Lo Tak, and possibly also
Cheung Yuen Ting and Lau | Yin) for a ride
around Singapore and invited us for dinner.
That was the last time | saw her. But we
continued to keep up with each other via
letters and Christmas cards.

Mrs, Goh had added colours to my student days at
YWGS and made my life there more memorable.

Loong Yee Ling ‘68
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