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Secondary six student
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Association and it has
proven to be most
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the year.
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News from the Principal

Quality Education Fund Project

When the new school year commenced in September 1998, we had to face the problem of accommodating
four additional teachers who joined the staff this year to make up a total of 68.

This was actually a problem that we were more than willing to solve because three of these teachers were
“Added assets™ to the Chinese and English departments for the enhancement of language learning and
teaching - a two-year project made possible with a generous government grant from the Quality Education
Fund.

The project consists of three programmes. The first programme is to set up a Self-Access Centre equipped
with multi-media facilities to promote self-learning, in particular, in English. Two co-ordinators, one for
Chinese, one for English, will facilitate self-learning with specially designed workshops, worksheets in
language learning and ever-ready on-site assistance.

The second programme is an extensive reading and writing scheme in Chinese. Sharing sessions have been
conducted by local well-known writers. Response from students was most positive. A book comprising
student’s creative writings would be published later in the year.

The third programme is to devise supplementary worksheets in English in Secondary | to 3 this year, and to
extend to Secondary 4 and 5 next year.

Language Fun

The Education Department has agreed that all secondary schools can appoint native English-speaking teachers
to support the teaching of English. We are pleased to have an additional teacher from Glasgow. Scotland who,
in addition to her classroom teaching, steadily promotes the use of English in extra curricular activities and
speech training. Students are observed making good effort in practising English speaking and most of the
announcements from committees and clubs at morning assemblies are delivered in English.

The Student Council conducted an English Week in January with a variety of interesting programmes
presented in radio broadcast, games, video tape and films etc.

As English is the teaching medium in our school, we hope to create a language-rich environment to promote
the language ability of our students.

8

Inter-School Competitions
1. The 50th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival

The Chinese Choral Speaking Group from 4A was awarded 1st place for their entry in the Verse
Speaking. They obtained merit with 89 marks.

The Putonghua Choral Speaking Group from S.1 & S.2 came second in their entry with 87 marks.
Two English Choral Speaking Groups from 4B/C and 3C obtained 4th place in their separate entries.
44 students entered for individual events. It was pleasing to find enthusiastic support from junior

classes. Four of them gained 3rd place, six 2nd place and three Ist place.

2. The Hong Kong Schools Sports Federation

a. Basketball - Division | - Girls
A Grade: 4th B Grade:  3rd
Jing Ying Championship: 3rd
b. Volleyball - Division | - Girls
A Grade: 2nd B Grade:  4th
Ying Wa Cup Tournament: st
¢. Swimming - Division 3
A Grade: 2nd C Grade: 2nd
Overall result: ~ Champion (to be promoted to Division 2 next year)
d. Table Tennis
C Grade: 3rd
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School Improvement Programme

With a student roll of almost 1,200, we feel keenly the lack of space in our school for lessons and activities. Our application for School
Improvement Programme was finally approved by the Education Department. The programme, which consists the following main
features, will commence this summer.

1. To erect an additional open playground above the existing Tennis Court

2. To convert the existing canteen into a library. Our present library is already equipped
with computerized automation system. ‘ {

3. To convert the existing library into a staffroom for all teachers ° |

4. The two staffrooms on 3/F and 4/F will serve as ‘special rooms’ , one of them will be a i
multi-media room for the development of information technology in teaching and learning.

We are looking forward most eagerly to the completion of this programme which will allow us to better utilize all the space that we can
afford.

Preparation for the Centenary

Isn’ titexciting to think of celebrating the centenary of our alma mater in 2000! Plans for celebration are in the pipeline. Please
reserve Saturday, 25th March 2000 on your diary and make an effort to join us for the Centenary Thanksgiving Service at school in the
afternoon and the dinner in the evening at the Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre. You will certainly enjoy meeting a lot of
“long-lost™ “classmates and former teachers again.

As we step into the last year before the millenium, may I wish you all good health and God” s abundant blessings throughout 1999!
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Editor's Note: Miss Jenkins, headmistress from 1967 to 1972, now resides in
Meopham, Britain. Our reporter wrote to ask her a few questions and here is
her reply.

Q: What were your impressions of the new generation of Ying Wa girls from
your last trip ?

J: It seems a long time now since 1995, and a great many things have
happened since - especially to Hong Kong.

| greatly enjoyed my return visit and the way | was made to feel
immediately at home. | was so pleased to see how lively and bright the
present generation of students appeared to be, and also how well-
mannered.

Q: What are your favourite hobbies now ?

J: Retirement is pleasant because you can choose what you like to do. | have
just returned from a delightful holiday in Pennsylvania. Compared with the
journey to Hong Kong, crossing the Atlantic seemed amazingly quick!

| enjoy gardening, reading and music - | sing in my Church’s choir, and
another choir, and | train the Church’s Junior Choir - aged 7 to 16. | can't
remember when | last went to the cinema, but T.V. is easy entertainment
and | enjoy programmes about antiques - (I suppose | feel at home with

them!)

Q: Any favourite book(s) you would suggest for alumnae or students still in

school? o
J: Abook you might enjoy reading ? One of my favourites is “The Lord of the

Rings” by J.R.R. Tolkein. | can't guarantee you will like it - people seem

either to love it or hate it. If you've not read it already you might try it and

seg if you are in "my camp”.

Q: Any messages for us all ?

J: I'm asked for "advice”. What a responsibility. What is known as “peer
pressure” worries me. | think | would advise you to make sure that the
decisions you make are your own. Don't get carried away by passing
fashions of thought or behaviour. And remember that material well-being
is only one aspect of your life, and not the most important.

Q: What is your most memorable event during your days in Ying Wa?

J: Itwas hard to say what was the most memorable event during my days at
Ying Wa. However, | do remember very clearly the day we moved into the
new building at last, after such a long and uncomfortable wait. It was so
wonderful to have space and comfort and the whole school together again
after months of half-day school for everyone. | shall also never forget the
Chinesg play produced by the late Miss Chan Man Hing.

Q: Do you have any suggestions on our celebrations for the centenary ?

J: I really have no suggestions for centenary celebrations - after the 1995
effort most things would seem to be risking anti-climax! | suppose it
should somehow be linked to the millenium.

You may be interested to know that | visited Miss Anne McKeith a few days
ago. She is now 95. It was wonderful to find her as well and positive as ever.

I feel very settled here in Meopham. Itis only 40 minutes by train from
Victoria Station in London so it is easy to call on me if you are free and in
London. Just give me a call first. With every good wish to you all, and love

from )
Evelyn Jenkins | MoleEnd

2 Huntingfield Road
Meopham, Kent
DA13 OEZ Britain
Tel: 01474 813718
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Message from Miss Yau Ping Wai who now resides in Toront%canadqﬁ‘

Time really flies! So. I have retired for over two years now but | must admit that | am indeed enjoying my retirement! | play badminton twice a week
and attend line-dancing four or five times a week. My husband and | have more chances of travelling now. We joined two cruises. namely the Caribbean in ‘
December 1996, and Alaskan i August 1997, a happy reunion with my Ying Wa classmates. We had toured Central Europe, England and Scotland, then
Eastern Europe with Miss Kwan Yeuk Laan in August 1998. We also visited the Grand Canyon and Bryce Canyon in the United States by car to celebrate our
35th Wedding Anniversary in October of the same year. On top of all these, | teach Mathematics on Saturdays in our Church School and being the
chairperson of an adult fellowship and the monitor of a Family Bible Study Group, | have a considerable workload. | really consider my retirement life both
enjoyable and meaningful. | must thank God for granting me good health to lead such a colourful life.

I'am glad to be given this chance of writing for the annual Ying Wa Alumnae Newsletter so | can take this opportunity to thank my many past
students from Hong Kong for their letters, Christmas cards and even mooncake coupons. | would also like to send my greetings to all my fellow Ying Wa
schoolmates. | can still remember my closing remarks at our 95th Anniversary Dinner. “See you all again at our 100th Anniversary!!" Looking forward to
seeing you all next year!!

News from Alumnae Association in Toronto, Canada

We held our 10th Anniversary Dinner in September 1998; the highlight of the evening’s activities was line-dancing led by
Miss Kwan Yeuk Laan. Every year, our annual dinner is well supported by schoolmates coming from other cities in Canada, like
Vancouver, Ottawa, Montreal and even from the United States. Also, many of our past teachers, e.g. Miss Y.L Kwan, Miss Lily Chow,
Mrs. Allie Ho ana mySel @ne woactive pa ' inour Alumnae activities. Miss Kwan | in particular, has been giving her unfailing support
and guidance during the past ten years. We must also thank San Yee Fai, Yeung Sau Lin, Chow Wing Ping, Ng Po Chu and many class
representatives for their effort. Miss Chan Wan Fong is 92 years old now, and therefore she seldom attends our evening functions.
Some of us do take turns to invite her for lunch. We are keeping a strong tie among past teachers and students of Ying Wa in Toronto.
We sincerely hope that Ying Wa girls or teachers will feel free to get in touch with us when they visit or emigrate to Toronto.

By Yau Ping Wai

E-mail: cheungw@ipoline.com

Address: 188 Bonis Ave, Casila, Apt. 202, Scarborough, Ontario,
Canada M1T 3W1  Phone: 416-332-0982

Miss Yau and her 4-year
old grandson, Cody
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The Ying Wa Alumnag Association ( Vancouver Chapter ) has traditionally

included alumnae from both Ying Wa Girls’ School as well as Ying Wa
College. It has been.in existence for more,than, 15 years. The executive

Wa College. There are usually about 50-60 fee paying members a year, and
we hold activities twice a year, usually a picnic or outing in the summer and a
dinner in early spring. Although we did not have as many alumnae attending
our activities as we wish, the spring dinners were usually quite well attended
by alumna, their families and friends. We also made a point of publicizing
our activities in the mass media every time they were held, so the alumnae
assaciation does enjoy some profile in Vancouver.

If you know of any Ying Wa girls coming to settle down in Vancouver, please
tell them they are most welcomed to contact us. Our correspondence address
IS:

c/0 Ester Chiu

Notary Public

529-1501 West

Broadway, o et
Van. B.C. V6J 426 : }sﬂ
Canada By N4 t*

(604) 737-0096
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