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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vnpyw3glhEE
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2) https://www.ywgs.edu.hk/news/memorial-ceremony-celebrate-life-
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Miss Kwan Yeuk Laan – Beloved Teacher and Role Model
Barbara Ko (’71)

When I was a young Ying Wa student, Miss Kwan was first and
foremost a stern and demanding teacher with a deep voice that
commanded full attention of every single student in class. But she
was a good teacher. Her Geography classes inspired my interest
in exploring places, and hence my life-long lust for travel. I credit
my pretty good map reading skill to Miss Kwan, with all the drillings
that she put us through in Geography lessons. More importantly,
she was one of the earliest “professional women” that I admired in
my formative years. She had a big and important job in school,
and she always had a prominent presence within Ying Wa. She
made me, and probably many other Ying Wa girls, recognize, long
before I came to understand the feminist movements, that the two
roles of career and family could coexist harmoniously.

When I met her again in Canada, Miss Kwan had assumed the family matriarch role,
with all the sons-in-law and grandchildren under her full command. She was the glue
of the family, the auntie of her daughters’ friends, and the revered former teacher and
vice-principal of Ying Wa. Her tireless effort to help raise funds for Ying Wa’s
redevelopment project rallied the alumni in Canada to contribute. Her presence at
the annual alumni dinner was always warmly received. We loved the tofu rolls (紮蹄)
that she made for fund-raising - they were by far the best that I have ever tasted in
Canada.

Miss Kwan’s famous tofu rolls

Miss Kwan and Class of 1971 at an annual 
alumnae dinner in Toronto
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Miss Kwan Yeuk Laan – Beloved Teacher and Role Model (cont’d)

Miss Kwan organized the absolutely best annual birthday
parties. Who can forget the table games, the bingo, the
lucky draws, the many, many finely wrapped gifts, and her
different glittery outfits. For almost thirty years, her birthday
party in August was a summer event that my husband and I
relished attending. Her willingness to exercise and slim down
in order to stay healthy after her early heart problems was
inspiring and instructive. Miss Kwan showed us how to keep
enjoying life regardless of age, how to age gracefully, and
how to live life to its fullest. Miss Kwan was truly “une grande
dame”.

Miss Kwan’s 98th birthday party in Toronto in August 2018
with Class of 1971
Back row from left: Kit Yu, Barbara, Miss Kwan, Janet Pang, Janet Li
Front row from left: Sonja, Irene

Miss Kwan joined by our former teachers at the same birthday party
Front row from left: Miss Anna Lam, Miss Lily Chow, Miss Kwan, Miss Winnie Yau

She may be gone from us, but memories of her will stay in
our hearts. She will be missed, and she will always be
remembered fondly.
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關老師 Miss Kwan，我認識她六十五年了，因為在未當我
的老師 Miss Kwan 之前，她是我英華小學同學的媽咪－
－陳Auntie。轉眼㇐個多甲子過去…… 我從 Miss Kwan
身上學到甚麼呢？

她畢業後回歸母校，執起教鞭。在我就讀中學時，她曾經
是我班的地理和數學科老師。她多年來接受不同的教學挑
戰，關心同事，得到同事的愛戴。她教曉我們：人與人相
處，其實有很多學問。她多年來忠心擁護英華，支持母校
，為我們做榜樣。作為英華兒女，我們以她為傲。

Miss Kwan 既做㇐份全職的工作，也有家庭和孩子，她有
四個可愛的女兒。當我們湊㇐個孩子也覺得很辛苦的時候
，就更明白做㇐個在職媽媽，實在很不容易。所以㇐個人
能夠處理家庭與事業這兩份很重要的工作，擔任不同角色，
揮灑自如，真是很難得。今天職場上常常討論 work life
balance 這㇐個課題，原來上㇐個世紀以來我們身邊已
經有實例了，不要做虎媽，不用做緊張大師，要氣定神閑。

2019年 8月1967年中五畢業校友和關老師茶聚
並慶祝重逢，蛋糕上寫著 Happy Reunion！

我們學生好記得Miss Kwan，因為她聲如洪鐘，唱英文大戲，是我們的年代每年老師聖誕表演的台柱，亦因
為除了傳授課本知識，她常常苦口婆心教我們做個有儀態、有風韻的開心女人：不要穿拖鞋落街；記着洗面
時不要用熱水，並要向上抹面才可以繼續美麗；可以扮靚，「好好睇睇」見人；可以跳交際舞，可以做
dancing queen；可以打麻雀；可以周遊列國，讀「活的地理」……這㇐切，都是普通婦女的願望，就是
好好享受人生。

懷念關若蘭老師 陸明 (’67)
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2019年4月我們班有幸約Miss Kwan 和我們在香港見面飲下午茶，當69歲的學生只敢喝熱水暖水時，98歲
的Miss Kwan 點了雪糕吃，可見老的不怕生冷，反而較年輕的怕。她樂天從容的性格，似乎就是她⾧壽的
秘訣。

後來Miss Kwan 入了醫院，我們那㇐屆的同學便不時給她送上慰問，因為我們在生的老師越來越少了，令
我們驚覺歲月不饒人，真的要「寸陰是惜」。Miss Kwan 在2020年㇐百歲生日時，我們那㇐屆尚有通訊的
學生齊齊恭賀她，送上賀咭和㇐小盤花——是疫情下醫院可接受的絲花，讓她開心㇐下。這只是大家㇐個
心意，這㇐次更重要的是凝聚我們同學的力量，分享到老師過㇐百歲生日時的快樂，當作全體同學預祝㇐
百歲生日。㇐來因為我們當中沒有人有四個可愛孝順的女兒，當我們有㇐百歲時，㇐定沒有四個女兒和這
麼多學生送咭送花，二來恐怕彼此都「失智」到不知誰是誰了。這次Miss Kwan 開心，我們也開心。Miss
Kwan 說得對：“Wake up every day to celebrate another birthday”。

我們這位大師姐㇐生為我們活生生示範英華
的教育精神：應該盡力從平凡中活出不平凡
的㇐生，盡力開心地活出英華精神。這可不
是婦女教育的最終目的嗎？

關老師Miss Kwan，我們慶幸做過您的學生
，我們永遠懷念您。

五十多年前的學生從世界各地
送來祝賀並訴説心中情

懷念關若蘭老師（續）

給 Miss Kwan
㇐百歲的祝賀
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