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CWM Mourns the Passing of Rev. Lee Ching Chee, Former Executive Secretary
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Born on 26 April 1932 in Hong Kong, Rev. Lee
Ching Chee came from an affluent family with one
younger brother and one younger sister. Her mother
Eassed away very early, and her father was frequently
absent from home due to his work. From a young
age, Rev. Lee already possessed a unique character
that was remarkably confident and independent. She
was also exceptionally intelligent and was dearly
loved by her father. During the Sino-Japanese War,
her family moved to Guangzhou, and she attended
No. 45 Primary School of Guangzhou. There, she
formed deep bonds with two primary school
teachers, Miss Bow Sui Hing and Miss Lee Lai Ting.
After the war, the family faced immense hardships
and financial difficulties, and the members could not
manage to stay under the same roof. Her two
teachers stepped in to help take care of Rev. Lee and
she followed them to move back to Hong Kong, and
continued her education at Ying Wa Girls’ School.
Rev. Lee was an outstanding student, and took an
active part in many extracurricular activities in the
school. In 1950, she was elected the President of the
Student Union. Rev. Lee was a deep thinker, and
was fascinated by philosophical pursuit on matters
pertaining to the meaning of life. She relished the
atmosphere of free discussion on school campus. The
teachings and devotion of the missionary teachers
that Rev. Lee got to know quite well had a profound
influence on her. In 1954, Rev. Lee decided to be
baptized and become a Christian.

Upon graduating from high school at Ying Wa,
Rev. Lee had the option of pursuing her studies in
the university.  After serious consideration, she
decided to enroll in the Northcote College of
Education to be trained as a teacher. This was
because she earnestly desired to be financially
independent. The second year after she graduated,
she returned to her alma mater to teach Biblical
Knowledge, Chinese and Physical Education.
During her tenure at Ying Wa, she exemplified fully
how one’s life can influence another’s amongst
students and colleagues alike, inspiring the quest for
faith, and the search for the meaning of life. She left
an indelible impression on many of those who
crossed paths with her. Rev. Lee’s sharing at the
school’s morning assembly has forever been well
remembered and treasured. Her superb humour was
only matched by the succinct messages and a most
lively delivery. Such had since become the fond
memory of all who were privileged to be in her
audience. At the same time, she also introduced
modern English hymns to the school, which quickly
captured the heart of the students. Besides being a
teacher, Rev. Lee had also taken up the role of Vice
Principal, School Chaplain, School Council Member
and School Supervisor. She served brilliantly and
contributed tremendously in each of these roles.

During her time as teacher at Ying Wa, Rev. Lee
took leave twice to further her studies in Theology in
the U.K. She was ordained as a pastor by the Hong
Kong Council of the Church of Christ in China in
1966, and was the first woman to be ordained in
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Hong Kong. In 1968, she attended the Fourth
Assembly of the World Council of Churches in
Uppsala, Sweden, and was elected a Central
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Committee member, marking her as the first womar*

pastor from Hong Kong to hold such a position in
an important international Christian organization.

In 1977, after praying and debating fervently, Rev.
Lee parted with Ying Wa and took on the role of
Executive Secretary for Education and Mission in the
Council for World Mission (Congregational and
Reformed) (now renamed the Council for World
Mission). She travelled to many countries and
supported member churches in even the most
faraway corners of the world. She returned to Hong
Kong in 1981 and became the Associate General
Secretary of the Hong Kong Council of the Church
of Christ in China, looking after matters pertaining
to schools and the ministries. She worked closely
with school principals, teachers, preachers and was a
great source of encouragement and inspiration to all.
After her retirement in 1997, she continued to
preach at different churches, and spared no efforts in
nurturing fellow pastors, students in Theology, and
also many alumnae.

It is no secret that Rev. Lee loved the Peanuts
Comics. At one of her interviews, she revealed that
besides Snoopy and Woodstock, she also liked Linus,
the one who always carried a security blanket
around. She said that we should all be like Linus, that
we should always seek security, and our security was
to rely on God. Throughout her life, Rev. Lee was
strong and confident, but never arrogant; her faith in
Christ was unyielding, but she would never
pressurize anyone to become a Christian. Instead, she
would influence others through her own life. She
never cared about exercising , or yearned for
longevity, but she was able to enjoy a long life.
Though she never raised a family, she cared about
people in need with the gentleness of a loving
mother.

In recent years, Rev. Lee’s mobility gradually
deteriorated. However, she calmly embraced the
change. Although she had to move into a home for
the elderly, she still kept on welcoming many visitors
and friends, and shared her wisdom with them. With
declining health, she no longer gave sermons, but
she would often send her blessings and remember
her dear ones in her prayers. She seldom set foot in
Ying Wa’s campus as before but, despite the physical
distance, her heart was never parted from her alma
mater.

Rev. Lee peacefully returned to the embrace of God
in the eatly morning of 27 May 2025, freed from
earthly burdens and sufferings.

Thank you, dear Lord. Rev. Lee lived a life of truth,
integrity, love, faith and reverence that was rich and
exceptional. She left the most beautiful footprints on

earth for the world to follow. L
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CWM Mourns the Passing of Rev. Lee Ching Chee,
Former Executive Secretczry for Mission and Education of CWM

Council for World Mission

With hearts full of gratitude and sorrow, the
Council for World Mission (CWM) remembers
and celebrates the extraordinary life of Reverend
Lee Ching Chee, who went home to be with the
Lord peacefully on 27 May 2025 at the age of 93.
Rev. Lee was a prophetic leader, pioneer of
women’s ordination in Hong Kong, devoted
educator, and beloved pastor whose life and legacy
continue to shape generations across Hong Kong

and beyond.

Born in Hong Kong on 26 April 1932, Rev. Lee’s
spiritual journey began at Ying Wa Girls’ School,
where she first encountered the Christian faith.
That seed of faith blossomed into a life of service
and transformation. In 1966, she was ordained by
the Hong Kong Council of the Church of Christ
in China (HKCCCC), becoming the first woman
pastor in Hong Kong, a groundbreaking step in an
era when the ordained ministry comprised
predominantly male pastors. Through her courage
and determination, Rev. Lee opened the way for
women to serve equally in ministry, setting a
powerful precedent for gender justice within the

church.

In 1977, Rev. Lee joined the staff of the Council
for World Mission in London as the Executive
Secretary for Mission and Education, bringing
with her a deep passion for ecumenism and global
solidarity. She served as a missionary of peace,
travelling extensively to visit partner churches

across the world, including Northeast India,
Northern Ireland, Wales, and the South Pacific.

Her encounters with communities under curfew,
conflict, and economic hardships gave her
opportunities to listen, earn, and build bridges of
compassion and cooperation between CWM
churches in the Europe and the Global South. She
brought to her global ministry a quiet strength and
profound humility, always attentive to the voices
at the margins.

Upon returning to Hong Kong in 1981, Rev. Lee
served as the Associate General Secretary of the
HKCCCC until her retirement in 1998.
Simultaneously, she continued to serve her alma
mater, Ying Wa Girls’ School, as a vice principal,
chaplain, teacher, and supervisor, where her
influence as a pastor and educator made a lasting
impact in the lives of many. She transformed
religious education into a dialogical, life-oriented
discipline, creating space for honest conversations

about life and faith.

Through morning assemblies and  personal
mentoring, she sowed seeds of hope, self-worth,
and spiritual curiosity in countless young women.

Rev. Lee was a prophetic voice for women’s
empowerment in the church, not through
confrontation, but through gentle guidance and
example. As a long-time advisor to the Hong Kong
Women’s Christian Council, she quietly but firmly
advocated for gender equality and dignity. She
walked alongside younger women, encouraging
them to recognise their gifts and to serve boldly in
faith, while also respecting the unique contexts of

the church.

Her life was rooted in four simple yet profound
principles:

“Give up not, refuse not, fear not, and have hope.”

In 2005, Rev. Lee was nominated as one of 1000
women for the Nobel Peace Prize, a recognition of
her lifelong commitment to peacebuilding through
education, mission, and service. Her leadership was
always marked by deep empathy, uncompromising
faith, and a pastoral heart.

For those who knew her, as teacher, chaplain,
mentor, colleague, and friend, Rev. Lee was more
than a leader. She was a person of abundant
wisdom and serenity, known for her humour, her
gentle smile, and the way she made each person feel
seen, and loved.

As we mourn her passing, we also celebrate her
legacy—a legacy that continues to inspire all who
seek to follow Christ in humility, justice, and love.

The Council for World Mission gives thanks to
God for the life of Rev. Lee Ching Chee, a faithful
servant, a courageous pioneer, and a beloved sister
in Christ. Her legacy lives on in the hearts of those
she nurtured, the systems she transformed, and the

global church she helped to shape.

Well done, good and faithful servant. Enter into the joy
of your Lord. (Matthew 25:23)
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Rev. Lee Ching Chee S

Chau Ma Pui Kin, Katherine (’55)

‘As a Form One student of YW, I was intrigued by
the essays posted on the school’s notice board,
written by someone named Lee Ching Chee.
Someone told me that this talented writer was a
senior student in Form Six, the Head Girl. Since
then, I became her shadow, as an admirer, not just
for her lively and interesting stories, but more
attracted by her pocketfuls of snacks such as 5% 18
and ZMEF! She generously invited all juniors to
dig into her blazer pockets to help themselves of
such delicious snacks, a special treat to the young
ones.

After a lapse of 21 years, we met again at YW in our
new roles in 1972. She became my steadfast adviser
and constant aid. Her wise counsel and foresight in
education helped me, an inexperienced newcomer,
settle comfortably and happily in my challenging
new position. Our close partnership ended when she
was invited to take up an overseas post by the
Christian World Mission. My heart sank as if the
whole world had collapsed.

Upon her return to Hong Kong, Rev. Lee resumed
her role as my adviser in her new position as
Supervisor of YW. Her critical observation of social
changes, shrewd analytical abilities, coupled with her
sense of humour, often enlivened her speeches and
sermons which appealed to audiences of all ages.

14 July 2012 Campus Farewell Day

v

A

Her optimistic outlook of life inspired many of us.
She was always thankful that her savings was
adequate for her to buy a small flat in Shatin after
retirement. Later, she moved to Jolly Place, an ideal
home with nursing care for the elderly. She
convinced me that God’s Grace is always sufficient
for those who trust in Him. Her cozy flat with
interesting collections of the Snoopy family became
an open meeting place for friends and students since
then.

Her social circles embraced all walks of life. She
enjoyed spending time in public places to observe
passers-by, providing her sources of inspiration for
her talks and sermons which were full of interesting
illustrations drawn from our common daily life,
never dull, solemn, nor high-sounding, but always
down-to-earth, easy to comprehend.

At her 70th and 80th birthday dinners, she remarked
jokingly that she loved to gather friends from
various fields to be acquainted on such auspicious
occasions, definitely not to wait until her funeral.

It was a blessing to share celebrating her 93rd
birthday with the Caring Team April this year. She
was all smiles cutting her birthday cake. That was
my last impression of C.C. Lee.

Farewell, my dear friend, till we meet again in our
loving Father’s home.

26 April 2025, C.C.’s 93rd birthday

et
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‘Lee Ching Chee and I first met in Birmingham,
a i England, in 1958. She had been sent to Carey
| Hall, a theological college, for a year’s training. I
he was in my final term of study as a missionary
' teacher. C.C.’s family, like mine, had been badly
affected by World War II, and so she had become
. part of an unconventional Chinese family headed
by two Ying Wa Girls’ School teachers, Miss Bow

Sui Hing and Miss Lee Lai Ting.

By the time she returned to Hong Kong nine
months later in 1959, I had become part of that
family too. That was because Miss Bow and Miss
Lee immediately looked after me even though I
was studying Cantonese full time at the Hong
Kong University, not yet a teacher at Ying Wa.
We had many celebratory meals, especially at
Chinese festivals.

In 1966, C.C. was ordained by the Hong Kong
Council of the Church of Christ in China. She was
a person of deep faith and warm wit. She also had
strong opinions which she was not afraid to voice!
We became close friends and for a short time we
shared the flat at No. 78 Robinson Road* which
had formerly been that of Miss Silcocks, the
revered former Head of Ying Wa.

Celebrating C.C.’s 80th birthday in 2012
with Gail Law (’59) on left

50th anniversary of C.C.’s Ordination in 2016
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Betty Barr

Then Henry Kissinger came to China. The
following year, 1972, C.C. and 1 watched on a
small black-and-white TV as President Nixon
descended the steps of a plane and shook the hand
of Premier Zhou Enlai. Because I was in Hong
Kong, I heard via the grapevine that China was
beginning to invite native speaker teachers of
English. I decided to return to my hometown,
Shanghai. During the next 20 years, I was
fortunate enough to work on several British
Council teacher training projects based at the
Shanghai International Studies University.

Fast forward to 1984 when, to everyone’s,
including our own, astonishment, George Wang
in Shanghai and I in Scotland, both in our 50,
fell in love through correspondence, an air mail
letter taking ten days each way. In the summer of
1984, C.C. generously hosted a large luncheon
party in Hong Kong as I was on my way to
Shanghai to marry. The following summer she
did the same to introduce my husband to our
Hong Kong friends.

Thereafter, there was ‘a happy ending’. C.C. and
I visited each other often. I came to Hong Kong
for the 50th anniversary of her Ordination in
2016 and the New Campus Open Prayer Day in
2019. C.C. came to Shanghai every Christmas.
Both C.C. and I became members of two
unconventional Chinese families, one in Hong
Kong, the other in Shanghai. We ate many
celebratory meals in both places!

Rest in Peace, dear Zea Zea.

Editor’s mote: The historical building s now
remodelled as the Residents’ Club House of No.
80 Robinson Road.

Ying Wa’s New Campus Open Prayer
Day in 2019
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Words cannot describe the loss to the Ying Wa alumnae and even to the :
world with the passing of Rev. C.C. Lee. I was almost ten years her junior "
at Ying Wa and benefited from her friendship as well as her teaching.
. &
She visited Toronto in April 1998. The YW Alumnae Association hosted a &

banquet for her. It was attended by over 100 participants. During the
gathering she gave a most interesting and thought-provoking talk. We
were told that we enter society not to be served but to serve.

B *
In 2004, she joined my class (’59)’s reunion to Yellowstone Park. She
became part of the group, singing en route, sharing life experiences, joking,

and exchanging ideas.

She will be deeply missed!

Toronto visit, April 1998
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In Mémory of Rev. C.C.vfggw |

“ Would Be True...” .

-

Chan Wing Yee (62)

My husband and I were honored to be at the YWGS
Homecoming Day on March 16, 2024 to witness the
Opening Ceremony of the 1926 Heritage Block
where Rev. Lee was joyfully involved! We even
enjoyed the Founder’s Day Lunch on March 23,
2024 with our classmates of ’62.

Besides my husband and I from the South
California Chapter of Ying Wa Girls’ School
Alumnae Association, there were also Melinda
Louie (’65) and Agnes Ng (’65) attending the 125th
Anniversary Celebration. They had photo with
Rev. Lee too. That was memorable!

“Happy Birthday to You! Happy Birthday to Yop!
Happy Birthday to Rev. Lee...”

It seemed not too long ago we were celebrating her
90th Birthday at her lovely apartment with Snoopy,
her beloved. Then she got sick and hospitalized, and
moved to the nursing facility. Even during her ill-
health, she was still concerned and cared about the
happenings of our school = Ying Wa Gitls” School.

We were glad that we made the decision to
attend also the Thanksgiving Service and the
Gala Dinner of the 125th Anniversary
Celebration of Ying Wa Girls’ School on
March 29, 2025. We never imagined that
would be the last time we had photo with Rev.
Lee together. She was taken Home to be with
Jesus peacefully on May 27, 2025!

For me, one of the legacies of Rev. Lee is from her
favorite hymn “I Would Be True...”! She is true to
herself, others and to God. She speaks what is in
her mind which represents what she believes in!

“I would be true for there are those who trust
me. [ would be pure for there are those who
care...l would have faith to keep the path
Christ trod.”
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We are the Lees bt

Lee Tak Chun, Jane (’62)

“EI¥=5#" — Rev. Lee is like family to me. I have known her since I was about 6 years old (through

my aunt, Miss Lee Lai Ting, Art teacher in YW). I addressed her as “sister Ching Chee”. She took me to
school with her at times when I attended primary 1 at YW. She also took me to Sunday school at Hop
Yat Church. Then she’s “Miss Lee” as my Biblical Knowledge teacher in Form 1. Then she’s Rev. Lee. I
enqued her sermon, never a dull moment. She even took time to see me off when I left for Canada in
1969.

When she visited Toronto in October 2000, Miss Yau Ping Wai specially organized a 2-day outing to
Algonquin Park to see the fall colours, and invited me, some alumnae and friends to join her and Rev.
Lee. On March 29 this year, I was happy to see her first at the YW 125th anniversary Thanksgiving
service, then at the gala dinner. T was also honoured to be able to take part in an early celebration
luncheon for her 93rd birthday hosted by Sonja Chan ('71) and her sisters on April 7. Rev. Lee was very
happy that day. But it was sad that it was my last lunch with her.

I will forever miss her, and may she have a happy reunion with the people she held dear to her in heaven.

Me at middle of front row

Seeing me off at the airport in 1969

Rev. Lee at middle of 2nd row

Miss Lee Lai Ting at first from right of 2nd row

Rev. Lee’s visit to Toronto
From left: Shum Suk Han (’51 S6), Miss Kwan
Yeuk Laan (’38 S6), Rev. Lee (51 S6), me (°62)

Rev. Lee’s early 93rd Birthday celebration
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Remembering C.C.=_ =
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A beloved member of The Chu’s (J\3x&)

Beatrice Poon &IEE ('62)

‘The Chu group was formed in 1978, in Hong

Kong, originally with eight members, hence the
number eight (/\). The word Chu (%) represents
those beautiful colour hues that appear at dawn,
hence the “Eight Beauties”. Soon we grew in
pop'ularity, attracting many who wanted to join,
but we decided to keep our membership small.
And since we all knew C.C., through Christian
circles as well as Ying Wa Girls’ School, we
extended an invitation to C.C. to join, which she
accepted, to our delight. We would meet monthly
at a member’s home, often at C.C.’s apartment,
sharing a meal together. Since the Pandemic, our
meetings have gone on zoom. The group has now
become a global community, with members in
Hong Kong, Canada and the USA. Our meetings
are usually a time of fun, laughter, exchanges of
personal news; also a time of sharing deeper
spiritual and emotional experiences. We often have
discussions on topics of social, spiritual, educational
interests. And we support one another through
prayers. Membership requirements for The Chu’s
include strict confidentiality, in order that its
members are able to “let their hair down”, and
speak freely, openly, without being judged or

criticised. The experience is liberating!

Although C.C. was the most “senior” of The
Chu’s, she regarded us as friends, as equals. We
addressed her as “C.C.”, not “Miss Lee” (when she
was our teacher at Ying Wa). She had quiet
warmth, a generous heart. Her sense of humour
was endearing. Her mind was sharp. And her
favourite thing was “Snoopy”, the beloved beagle
cartoon character created by Charles Schulz, in the
stories with the Peanuts gang. Wherever C.C.
went, her briefcase was full of Snoopy
memorabilia. In her apartment, every room,
including the bathroom, Snoopy’s presence was
felt. He is the dog who says “Criticise me all you

'”

want, but don’t interfere with my food-life

Zoom meeting with The Chu’s

"4

And C.C. loved her food! She enjoyed eating out,
also shopping in the mall next to her retirement
home. She had an expensive taste in clothing,
often disguised by the simple way she dressed.
She had an eye for quality, for quiet elegance. We
always looked forward to the Snoopy gifts she
gave us at our meetings, including the Snoopy
bookmarks she made herself.

Her caring and generosit}} were manifested in
other ways also. C.C. was my form mistress in
Form One at Ying Wa. After that year, I left
Hong Kong for further studies in England. Our
paths did not cross for a very long time. I got to
know C.C. more closely through our fellowship
in the Chu community in Hong Kong. After I
emigrated to Canada, C.C. continued to write to
me, send me handmade Christmas cards every
year. Such was her value in friendship.

In May this year, the Chu members in Hong
Kong celebrated C.C.’s 93rd birthday with her at
a restaurant. Nineteen days after that occasion,
C.C. passed on. Her presence will be much
missed in the Chu group. We can only say “Au

Revoir”, B R.

We'll meet again “beyond the sunset”.

The Chu’s

BookmazKs-C.C. made for The Chu’s
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Fond Memories of a Uniqué and

Unforgettable Mentor

Wong Man Wah, Dorothy ('66)

Rev. C.C. is a deeply seated person in my mind.

As my teacher

Am0n§ all the teachers wearing Cheongsams was
one who always wore a white shirt and light blue
shoft pants, my P.E. and English teacher in P.5. I
came to know her more also in the church circle.

Then she taught me Chinese in F.1. I remembered
well at the lunch table every day with my mother,
the conversation was always about Miss Lee: “Miss
Lee made me laugh to death” or “the jokes she told
were hilarious”!

The Christmas performances by the teachers, with
her as one of the main characters, were really
funny and unforgettable until today. The whole
school was rocking with laughter. Every year we
looked forward to watching the teachers’
performance.

In the Sunday Service at Hop Yat Church, Miss
Lee with Miss Barr always sat at the fourth row
near the central aisle on the left. My friend and I
always chose to sit one or two rows behind. She
was our idol.

I remembered her ordination to be a pastor in
1966 in Hop Yat Church. It was my first
experience ofP such occasion. She and two others
knelt before the altar, the pastors lay their hands on
their heads to ordain them. The scene matched
with my mind those scenes in the ancient Chinese
chivalry novels I read!

She was Miss Lee to me for tens of years as the
address has brought back many good memories
and respect, it bears a deep meaning of the
teacher-pupil relationship.

As my colleague

Miss Lee was my teaching colleague for five years.
We both left Ying Wa in 1977, with her going to
the UK to work in the Council for World Mission
CWM) (formerly the London Missionary Society
LMS)), and [ starting a new scho;i] as the
principal.

During that period, I found Miss Lee to be a good
listener, open minded and understanding with my
personal El)roblems. She kept my Problems

confidential and always gave good suggestions.

As a friend

When she came back in 1981 to work in the
Hong Kong Council of the Church of Christ in
China (CCC) as the Associate General Secretary,
and I as the school principal, we came into closer
contact officially and personally. Then I changed
to call her Rev. Lee and later C.C.

Around 2023, we exchanged WhatsApp daily
and chatted. Then when she learnt of my
husband’s ill health, she sent either WhatsApp or
SMS practically daily with regards and blessings.
When I didn’t receive her messages, I knew
either it’s a phone problem or health problem. I
appreciated her kindness for remembering us.
Even in the 125th Anniversary Thanksgivin

Service of Ying Wa, among all ze reetings an

photo taking, she still rememberef to ask after
my husband’s health.

As an ecumenical figure

My husband considered Rev. C.C. Lee a truly
ecumenical leader. The following is what he
recalled and not so many remember nowadays.
In 1969, she was selectecr as a youth delegate to
the Uppsala General Assembly of the World
Council of Churches (WCC); subsequently
elected as a member of the Central Committee of
the WCC.

She was actively involved in the CWM, served as
an executive secretary (1977-81).

In Hong Kong, Rev. Lee has long been an
executive committee member of the Hong Kong
Christian' " Councily’' ‘from. 11981 suntils her
retirement.

Rev. Lee was also a founding member of the
Hong Kong Christian Institute, a think-tank for
the Hong Kong Churches and abroad.

C.C.’s work in education, the church and the
ecumenical world should be recognized. In this
confusing world, she had been standing upright.
She had not been corrupted by wealth, changed
by poverty and bent by force. She is really our

model.

From left: Rev. C.C. Lee, my mother, sister, brother; Missﬂﬁ.rameldj(from the

™ LMS) and me in the CCCHo Fuk Tong Ceftre * we
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