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~ We are here to serve each and every one of YOU! Come and Join us! =
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WANTED. YEAR COORDINATORS

Year Coordinators are invaluable to the Alumnae Association. Thanks to
their tireless efforts, the 105th Anniversary Dinner in March was a sold out
event. They are the ambassadors of the Association, and we are in dire
need of new blood. It does not take much time as the work is shared by a
team. If you are interested, please contact Florence Liu at 6122 0044, or
fliuo044@yahoo.com.hk. Thank you for your support.

Thirty-one Form 1 to
-6 students had a
golden opportunity
to add great colours
to their lives in their
summer vacation this
year — to be away
from the sizzling heat
in Hong Kong and fly
down to the Southern hemisphere, thanks to the efforts of the
YWGS Parent-Teacher Association. They joined a two-week study
tour to Australia organized by EF Education, an organization for
English Learning.

The YWGS girls stayed in Sydney from 18th to 31st July 2005, and
lived with local families. This arrangement has provided a good
opportunity for them to practise their English on one hand and to
widen their exposure to a foreign culture on the other. In the first
week, they took English lessons in the morning with the local
- students, and paid visits to the famous tourist spots such as the
Featherdale Wildlife Park and the Aborigines culture exhibition hall
™Y in the afternoon. In the weekends, they participated in various
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activities arranged by their host
families. During the second week [
of their stay, students toured i
around Sydney with the good
company of their buddies from a
local high school. The whole
programme has enabled the
students to experience Sydney in
many different ways.

There is a Chinese saying
that to walk ten
thousand miles is better
than to read ten
thousand books. Now,
the tour has successfully
combined the elements
&= —traveling and studying.
¥ Our little sisters
B8 definitely had a great

i education out of town

" this time.
Wendy Chow ‘82

SJNOL PRESS

The Founder Day’s dinner has been scheduled
for Friday, 24 March 2006. We will take the
opportunity to bid farewell to our beloved
Physics teacher Mr Au (he has been teaching
in YWGS since 1971 and will retire in summer
next year). Do mark your diary and join us
at this memorable occasion.

cy W-g fm Baniersary

105

In Memory of Lilian To

Lilian To ‘62 (popularly known as Wong Lai
Lai to her classmates) passed away on 2 July
in Vancouver after a heart attack. It was a
total shock to her family and friends. Readers
may recall that we have published an article
on Lilian in our Feb 2004 issue of the
newsletter and she is much admired for being
the epitome of selfless devotion to helping
people who were quite unable to field for
themselves, namely, new immigrants who are
often much disadvantaged by language
barrier, lack of financial independence and
relevant job skills. In the words of Paul Martin,
the Prime Minister of Canada: "Lilian has
helped countless immigrants integrate and
adapt to our multicultural society. She has
tremendously added to the fabric of our
nation. Indeed, that Lilian was an esteemed
member of S.U.C.C.E.S.S. and of the
community would be to understate the case.
While she will be greatly missed, her legacy
will endure.”

Lilian, you have been an inspiration to us all.
Our hearty condolences go to your family.
May you rest in peace.



MEET THE PRINCIPAL

The Alumnae
Association Trust Fund
This March, the Alumnae
Association announced the
establishment of an Alumnae
Association Trust Fund in our
school’s 105th Anniversary
Dinner. This announcement
invited very positive responses
from our alumnae.

The main objective of this
Trust Fund is to enhance the
overall quality of education
for Ying Wa girls. In recent
years, the school has
introduced various innovative
student development
initiatives to meet educational
needs in the new era. To name
a few, we have incorporated
"Drama in Education” in the
English curriculum for S.2
students and introduced the
Toastmasters International
Youth Leadership Programme
for S.2 to S.4 students. The
school also collaborates with
the Parents Teacher
Association (PTA) to organize
a study trip to Australia this
summer. With the setting up
of this Trust Fund, we believe
the school can have stronger
financial resources to help our
girls broaden their horizons in
various aspects besides
pursuing academic excellence.

The Alumnae Association will

* www.emb.gov.hk (- kindergarten, Primary and Secondary Education — Quality Assurance for Schools - Quality Assurance Inspection — External School Review Reports)

surely be working hard this year
to decide on the direction and take
all necessary action related to the
setting up of the fund. | urge you
to pledge your full support to this
meaningful project.

External School Review

The Quality Assurance Unit of
the Education and Manpower
Bureau (EMB) conducted an
external school review (ESR) for
our school in early March this
year. The primary objective of
this exercise is to help validate
the school’s self-assessment
exercise conducted earlier with
an aim for school improvement.

Ying Wa received very positive
and encouraging comments from
the ESR team in the following
aspects, namely, Management
and organization, Teaching and
learning, Support to students as
well as Students’ performance.
All alumnae are encouraged to
visit the official website of EMB*
to read the whole report.

In retrospection, the process and
experience have been extremely
rewarding and enlightening to us.
Through the self-evaluation process,
we were able to identify our strengths
and areas for improvement. The ESR
team fully recognized our efforts and
validated our professional judgment.

To move forward, the school will
continue to build on our strengths.

Two major areas for
further development
include the broadening |
of strategies on
teaching and learning
as well as maximizing
students’ potential.

The school’s journey
of continuous
improvement never

ends. While the ESR only provides

a catalyst for positive changes, the
ultimate success relies on our zeal
and perseverance in our strive for
excellence. Besides, we need the
support of our long-term partners,
our alumnae in particular.

Preparation for the Senior
Secondary Curriculum
The school is now preparing for
the change in senior secondary
curriculum that will take effect
from September 2009. The
coming year is crucial for us to
map out the blueprint which
includes new curriculum design,
the interface between junior and
senior curriculum as well as
human resources projection. In
preparation for the "Other
Learning Experiences” (i.e.
Learning beyond the classroom
walls), which is an essential
element in the change, we would
welcome suggestions and
contribution from alumnae.

Meeting Alumnae Overseas
My summer vacation was filled
with joy meeting alumnae in
Toronto and Vancouver. These
were touching moments when

those who had a heart for Ying
Wa could come together despite
the barrier of time and locality.
We sang the school song and
hymn in unity, a sincere keeper’s
pledge for holding fast onto a fine
and noble tradition passed from
our forerunners. My gratitude
goes to those who have worked
so hard for the success of the
occasion and whom | may not
be able to name one by one. God
knows what they have done and
may He richly bless them.

Ruth Lee

1000

Women
for the

Nobel
Peace . .
Prize
2005

CC LEE - Our Honour and Pride

Rev Lee Ching Chee, our teacher and alumna, has been

chosen as one of the nominees for the project "1000

Women for the Nobel Peace Prize 2005".

announcement was made in June this year. This project

was initiated by Swiss Peace Foundation, but has

gathered support globally, and took three years to

complete. The joint nomination of 1000 women from

150 countries for the Nobel Peace Prize aims to

recognize, publicize and celebrate the impressive and

valuable, yet often invisible peace work of thousands of

women around the world. The selection was made with

an emphasis on representing the range

of different strategies and fields of crises,

and the various methods to overcome

difficult situations. The vetting process,

needless to say, was extremely stringent and

thorough. Full details could be found at
http://www.1000peacewomen.org

The

cooperative approach.

rCC's short biography
Born in Hong Kong in 1930s,
Pastor Lee Ching Chee has
devoted herself to the duties

of the Church and education.
She has rewritten the history

of the ministry, which was once
monopolized by male pastors.
A female leader in the Church,
Pastor Lee was officially
ordained pastor in the 1960s
when the Church was very
conservative. Pastor Lee has
paved the way for female ministry,
and has proved that both sexes
should enjoy an equal opportunity
to serve in the ministry. She has
Lbeen noted for her peaceful and

)




REMINISCENCES OF SCHOOL DEBATING

Two hands with the marks of ‘Affirmative’ and ‘Opposition’ respectively touching the other with their thumbs and forefingers
and constructing a rectangle embracing the sky is the logo of the 20th Sing Tao Inter-School Debating Competition.

Initially, this azure sky on the poster
seemed to be unreachable to me. Leading
a team of novice debaters, how could we
make it to the final round of the
competition? However, the perseverance
and morale of the whole team gradually
wiped away my disheartening mindset. We
made no concessions to failure in friendly
debates, but we evaluated ourselves and
learnt from mistakes. We were not deterred
by strong teams, but we practiced even
harder to remedy our lack of experiences.

R
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Time flew and our effort was well paid
off. We knocked out the other
debating teams one by one and finally
stepped on to the final stage. In front
of an audience of more than two
thousand on May 2, 2005, we three
Ying Wa girls came into spotlight and
crossed sword with the prominent
team of St. Joseph’s College. This
debate with bated breath did not
simply win us a silver trophy, but on
top of all, a critical mind, awareness

of our society and lifetime friendship.

Isn’t that the fascinating part of
debating? We do not merely do speeches
in rhetoric, but we true-heartedly care
about our society when we study a
debate motion; today we think and
debate, tomorrow we turn thin paper
into thick action. | believe that is also
how Ying Wa wants to nurture us.

by Ann Wong 6S
Captain of 04-05 debating team

Dinner-cum-Presentation on
“Social Etiquette”

In the evening of 8 July 2005, 35
alumnae and 60 students participated in
the second group activity of the
Mentorship Programme. The event was
organized to provide another opportunity
for mentors and mentees to get together
and to do something meaningful.

The highlight of the evening was a
presentation on “Social Etiquette”.
Through games and competitions, the
participants were able to contribute their
ideas and to explore for themselves the
rules and tips to be observed in social

functions. The areas covered included
table-setting, use of napkins and manners
for taking various courses of a typical
Western meal. The lively demonstration
and explanation conducted by Ms.
Rosanna Wong, alumna of 1973, had
impressed on the mentees the
significance of proper manners and the
dos and don’ts of social etiquette.

These skills were put into practice at the
dinner that followed. In addition to the
delicious food, the participants were
nourished by the concluding remarks

. o

made by Mrs.

Ruth Lee,
o=\ %\\g
Principal. | RO

One important point brought up by Mrs.
Lee was that a person with the best social
manners would not be respected if he or
she did not possess a respectable character
and a gracious heart. On this thought-
provoking note, the enjoyable evening was

drawn to an end.
Florence Ip ‘73
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