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Newe from the Sweet Old Timec

From October to November 20086, four “Sweet Old Times” gatherings were
organized by the Sponsorship Group of the Movie Gala Fund-raising

Committee with the goals of:

¢ helping to promote the Movie Gala amongst alumnae and friends; and
e exchanging and collecting comments and ideas for onward transmission

to AA Council and the school.

We would like to thank all the alumnae who
have spared their precious family time on a
Saturday afternoon to come and support, In
particular, we wish to show our sincere
appreciation to eur "big sister" Mrs. Cecilia
Kwok, Mrs. Katherine Chau (fermer principal),
Ms. Alison Lam (Chaimnan of the School Council
["SC']); Ms. Rebecca Chiu (Vice-Chairman of
SC), Mr. Mak Chal Kwong (member of SC)
and his wife Ms. Rosanna Wong for joining the
event on 18 November 2006,

We are grateful for the opportunity for face-to-
face communication:with the alumnae who
represent us on SC, They have contributed so
mich to the running of the school, and we are
grateful for their leadership. A summary of the
key points of the discussion is given below for
the benefit of all who were not able to attend:

1. Development Plan

(8) SC has done alot of constltation and review
in the past on school development.

() SClis considering setting up a Development
Committee to examine both the hardware and
software needs of the school, It is suggested
that AA might form a consultative committee to
solicit alumnae’s views through various channel
sand make recommendations to SC for
consideration if appropriate. The interface
between the two committees with the same goal
could be casual'and informal at the beginning:

(c) Alumnae agree that physical development of
the school must g hand in hand with our *school
mission’. The clear speliing out of our mission,
vision and valuesis key to consolidating all the
expertise that could be drawn from our alumnae

F wn
community, and to attracting continuous and
sustained support from our alumnae.
(d) It might be necessary to invelve: all

stakeholders, including-alumnae; school

management, students, parents and teachers
if appropriate; fulfiling “public engagement”.
(e) Alumnae look up to SC for guidance and
leadership, and welcome the chance to leam
of any timeline or plans that SC might be able
to'convey to us on specific tasks.

2. Communication between alumnae and SC
Itis suggested that SC and AA could review
the existing channels of communication and
dissemination of infermation for there are
already 7 alumnae serving in SC (3
nominated by AA, 3 co-opted by school
and 1 representing the CCC). Besides, SC
could consider developing more channels
to communicate with various partners,
especially the alumnae, to keep them
update on the school needs and
development. By doing so, we could build
up understanding, trust and consensus
which would rally and collate support for
the future development of the school.



3. AAs Mentorship Programme
The involvement and coniribution of alumnae
was discussed as they have perspective of
their own and that of their mentees.

4. Generousdonations
SC’s views on recognizing generous
donors to the school were sought.

5. Incorporated
Management :
Committee
("IMC")

The constitution
of the IMC
should be ready
by July 2009,

Sonja Chan '71, Fanny Wong ‘81
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In the Eyes of Students

English and Putonghua

This year Ying Wa puts an emphasis on raising students’ proficiency
in speaking English and Putonghua by creating numerous
opportunities for students to practise these two languages.

Form 4 and 5 classes have to conduct two maming assemblies
within two academic years, at least one of which must be in either
English or Putonghua. :

A new "mini canteen" for
students was set up on the
fourth floer outside the Multi-
Media Leaming Centre selling
healthy snacks. Students using
this canteen have to use English
when purchasing food. The
shopkeeper there is English-
speaking.

Also, there is an activity called ‘Say Loud, Plain Talk'. Students
are invited to express their opinions on hot topics in any language
they like. “If you see yourself posted on YouTube, what will you
do?" and "Should students join the tutorial class?" are two
examples.

Every Tuesday and Friday, we don't have moming assembly and
instead we will listen to announcements in the classroom over the
PA system. But there is something new now, the “Just a Minute”
programme, Within the short time of a minute, Mrs. Mala or Miss
Xavior, our English teachers, will share some tips on common
mistakes in speaking English.

“‘Chit-Chat Corner” is located at the renovated English Room which
is open during lunchtime everyday. English ambassadors are
available to talk and play games with schoolmates in English.

The above efforts are rather effective in arousing students' interest
in leaming the languages. Many students like to participate in these
activities, and think they have learnt a lot in a fun-filled and natural
way. We are also excited to learn that our fellow schoolmate
Cheung Yee Man was awarded the 2nd runner-up in the 3rd
Secondary Schools Biliteracy & Trilingualism Compasition and
Speech Competition (Senior Forms) in January 2007, This raises
our spirit and motivates us to further palish our language skills.

Xenia Cheng Lai Wah 6S,
Ann Li Ying On 4C
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fenngrammﬂnns to Miss Lam Lai Bing

Miss Lam Lai Bing Alison, the chair-
man of the School Council and ad-
viser of our Alumnae Association
was conferred the degree of Doc-
tor of Laws, honoris causa in the
36th congregation of Lingnan Uni-
versity on 21 November 2008 in
recognition of her commitment and :
contributions to various educational [

and charitable organizations. | *
Coupled with the Honorary Doctoral
Degree from the Trinity Theological — —
Seminary in the USA in 2005, this honour is indeed a testi-
mony of Miss Lam's dedicated yet low-profile stewardship,

\which is also typical among many Ying Wa girls.
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Ying Wa embraces education reforms
The S1 intake of September 2006 is the
first batch of students going through the
New Senior Secondary (“NSS”")
academic structure, i.e. they will have 6
years of secondary schooling, sit for only
one public examination to attain the Hong
Kong Diploma in Education in 2012 and
gain entrance to 4-year tertiary education.
Besides language proficiency and strong
knowledge base, students are expected
to have a broad horizon and rich common
sense, It is also important to help them
develop their adaptability, brain-power
and communication skills to meet the
challenges of the new century.

Split Class Teaching

As one of the measures to prepare
students to benefit from the NSS reform,
the schoal has adopted split-class
teaching in the three core subjects, i.e.
Chinese, English and Mathematics, for
S1 and S2 students with effect from
September 2006. In each level, the 5
classes are split into 8 groups to allow
for a smaller group size according to their
level of ability to maximize learning
experience and individual care.
Additional teachers have been employed
and extra efforts have been made in the
time-table and venues to accommodate
the 48 gplit classes.

Liberal Stud.'es

To prepare students for the new subject
Liberal Studies, curriculum in junior forms
are designed to develop creativity, critical
thinking, communication and collaboration
skills among students. Students are also
encauraged to read widely, and to acquire
broad first-hand experiences. With the
persistent efforts in the past few years,
Ying Wa has laid a very sound foundation
in reading which is very crucial for the
development of the subject.

Parents and Alumnae
A smooth transition to the NSS relies not

only on the visionary leadership and
meticulous planning of the school but
also the support from our parents and
alumnae as our partners in this
momentous undertaking, be it financial,
human or spiritual,

Ruth Lee

Time to give thanks:

Thanksgiving Week

The theme of Thanksgiving for 2006
was 'In their shoes'. The Music
Marathon and Sponsored Walk were
held. The highlight was the lunch
concert, CONCORD, which was
organized by the Music Club and
Student Association. Guests were
invited and Ying Wa schoclmates were
involved in the performances. The
Sponsored Walk was held on Friday,
17 November 2006. It was a
meaningful event for us and
encouraged us to give thanks by
helping those in need. The total amount
of funds raised was about $219,000.

There were 22 beneficiaries. The two

AA Caring
Team

As a Christian school, fellowship, service,
and caring of those who need support is
an integral part of our education. As
students, we have opportunities to serve
others through the Social Service
Committee (now re-organized as the
Interact Club) and the Welfare Committee
of the Student Association, and the
annual fund-raising Sponsored Walk. We
also have Christian Fellowship and Red
Cross. AA has set up the Caring Team
to provide a chance for alumnae to
continue this important and meaningful
role. If you happen to know of any alumna
who has fallen ill or is in need of support
in any way, please contact the AA Caring
Team. We will try to mobilize the alumnae
community to effectively render
assistance and support in the way most
suitable to the individual. In addition, we
would organize gatherings with senior
alumnae and retired teachers.

The first activity of the Caring Team is
to visit Rev. Lee Ching Chee on 17th
March, 2007 . Please look out for
further details in the homepage
http://ywgsaa.org.hk.

For enquiries, please contact
Ms. Helen Leung 88 at 9326 3639
or helenleung99@hotmail.com.

Suggestions on future activities are
also welcome.

main ones were the Medecins Sans
Frontieres and YWGSAA Charity Trust
Fund which received about $68,000.
This will in tum benefit students of Ying Wa.

Xenia Cheng Lai Wah B8,
Ann Li Ying On 4C
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Edltorlal Board [2006 2007)

Lam Kam Yin, Trista [ Chan Seung Yan, SonJa ‘ Lee Shek Yuk Yu, Ruth ‘ Chow Siu Fung | Huen Kwai Fun ’ Lal Yuk Fai, Rosa

Mo Mun Yu, Donna | Yim Yin Chu, Florence | Wong Choi Fong, Fanny | Lai Chui Yiu, Patricia| Cheng Lai Wah, Xenia (65) | Li Ying On, Ann (4C)




