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Trista graduated in 1998(F.5), and was the Deputy Chief
Assistant of Ying Wa Alumnae Association in F.6. Member of
YWGSAA Executive Committee 2001 - 2007. Worked as a
Social Worker for several years after graduation from HKU and
currently a Correctional Officer at the Rehabilitation Unit of
Correctional Services Department.
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Charity Trust Fund

We are in it together...............c..ceeeeeene...

Change

The year 2009 will be remembered
as a year of challenges for schools in
Hong Kong. Under the broad outlines
prescribed by the most thorough
education reform in Hong Kong in recent
memory, namely, the NSS*, Ying Wa
faces the challenge to adapt itself and
introduce appropriate changes. Reform
could only be effective and beneficial
if all the stakeholders are committed
and involved, and genuinely give of
their time, expertise, talent and hard
work from its planning, researching to
executing and reviewing. The crucial
factor, however, is the courage to
acknowledge and recognize the need
for a significant change that will create
opportunities for our students of today
and tomorrow to be competitive and
successful, yet compassionate members
of society in this age of globalization, and
rapid technological changes.

Alumnae’s support

But Ying Wa is not just any school. 109
years ago, our forward-looking founders
opened our doors to accept girls from all
background, including the most needy
and humble, and gave everyone a
chance to forge her future through a good
education. Over the years, the Alumnae
Association, most notably with its Charity
Trust Fund and Mentorship Programme
that are both the envy of even some

institutes of higher education in Hong
Kong, has selflessly supported our alma
mater.

Ownership

Since its inception in 2006, the Charity
Trust Fund has funded 47 applications
from the teachers and students ranging
from study tour, to CD productions for
our choirs, to marathon races, Disney
education field trips and sponsorship for
concert tickets and cultural activities**.
Close to 4,600 participants have taken
part in activities we funded. The total
amount of grants given so far is $814,739
and the balance up to the end of 2008
stood at $6.2 m. The opportunities
provided by such grants encourage
students and teachers to take ownership
of creating better learning experiences
for themselves and their students. The
grants are beginning to show results
as evidenced by the involvement of so
many dedicated individuals who have
participated in the activities and made full
use of the funds. “We are in it together”
— that seems to be the prevailing
sentiment! So dear alumnae, the
donations you have made and hopefully
continue to make, have furnished Ying
Wa well in taking on the NSS. We thank
you most sincerely, and look forward to
your hearty and unfailing support.

Sonja Chan ’71 Chair of Charity Trust Fund

* This refers to the New Senior Secondary Academic Structure in which there will be 3 years of
junior secondary, 3 years of senior secondary and 4 years of tertiary education. More details
can be obtained from the official website at http://www.edb.gov.hk (“334” Web Bulletin).

**Please refer to “http://ywgsaa.org.hk/trust_fund/tf_index.htm” for a detailed diagram outlining
“Opportunities provided by the Trust Fund”.

Model United Nations

During 17-18 January 2009, three classmates in
S4 and | participated in the 11th MUN General
Assembly in Manila, Philippines. In preparation,
| searched through books, websites and other
relevant materials to look for information about the
country | represented, Samoa.

The experience was exciting, yet exhausting. After the opening speech,
we broke up for the lobbying session. As | belonged to the Environmental
Commission, | had to state my nation’s view on the fossil fuel issue when
approached by another delegate. Everyone lobbied intensely.

The delegates were subsequently separated into three groups with its own
distinct topic. | was chosen to present the resolution on pesticide usage for my
group. When my turn came, | could not stop trembling and my hands turned so
cold. After finishing my speech, several delegates asked questions to challenge
my submission. My brain went blank. To my amazement, | answered the
questions quite fluently even though | was shaking the whole time.

In the General Assembly, | had to present my resolution once more. This time, |
had learnt to be calmer. My resolution was not passed in the end. Nonetheless,
| gained a lot from the experience. | have learnt how to think critically and to
articulate my thoughts methodically. Most importantly, this programme has given
me the chance to really broaden my horizons.

I wholeheartedly recommend MUN to all my schoolmates. )
Liza Cheung Lai San (4Y)

IGGY

During the summer holiday, | had
the great honour to participate in
the IGGY (International Gate of
Gifted Youth) 2008, which was a
2-week course held by IGGY and
the University of Warwick, United
Kingdom. Two schoolmates, Jamie
and Sharon also came. Three of
us devoted all our energy to learn,
to play, and to absorb all the new
things. This was a brand new and
unforgettable experience.

Jamie and Sharon took part in the
medical science course, which
focused on the topic of obesity. |
was in the mathematics course and
studied human population growth.
These courses introduced to us
basic knowledge in respective
disciplines and inspired us to take
a wider outlook on important issues
that everyone is concerned about.
We also had tons of activities
including sports, picnic, outing,
disco, Britain night, and China
night to commemorate the Beijing
Olympics. We made new friends
and have kept in touch with them.

We are really grateful for this
chance to step out of our comfort
zone and experience the outside
world. We have become more
aware of the world around us, and
we will try to tackle problems from
different perspectives. Besides
looking wider, we look deeper.

Thank you to the Charity Trust
Fund for giving us this opportunity
to explore the outside world. It has
really made our life different.

Fay Fang (4Y)

Supported by
the Trust Fund,
four rowing
machines were
installed in the
Gymnasium
last summer to
enhance the
physical fithess
of students.

Aquarium in

Integrated

Science

Laboratory:

A project

to increase

students’

understanding

of scientific -
processes ] :
and method of exploration of fresh water
aquarium ecosystem

9 R 58




iiﬁmik%ﬁ%%ﬁ$%$+ﬁ
SEEHEL  BEEESERY
- o TR T RS TR B/
W0 B I R B T R BT R R 21
HAETE 104 0 8 B2 A LR B LR S
TER R ERAR » BB S0
S\ AT AR AR IR -

HITEEER - RELERZRIE L
BCLE) ~ FREEEGRE)'69 ~ O 5R
HEZAT(ER)'S9 ~ REELL(ERE
Rffn 8) Je 2 - 1 A HE 72 6 Al Ry 2

YRS - A - HEMTFOLER
(1 30) ~ BRI Tl E AN (it B ) Je 2228 5k R
EET(ZBO » AR R A1 = Al

RS T2 Bl (22 £F)' 38 LARS 7t » #HdH ith
PN BES - BNEERER
EETSINHETESE - B e 2%
BL kS i ZEZE « 2008410 » =B
frERBITEBGE T > KERTE > I

4 have.a dream Y

Inspiration

A few years ago, inspired by the movie “An inconvenient truth”,
my classmate Alice YIU and | felt bound by responsibility to do
something for our planet. Acknowledged the fact that we were
still too young to create a considerable impact on the society,
not to mention at a global scale, we started in our school.

How to start?

After our HKCEE, Alice and | did research and survey in
the school to identify problems. Amazingly, there were
actually more schoolmates hoping to make changes than
we thought. A'lot of schoolmates supported the idea of a
more eco-friendly school and were willing to contribute.

Result

In an assembly that we held to warn schoolmates about
the environmental situation in the world, we received more
recognition than we expected. This was a sign of raising
social consciousness.

Apart from presenting green tips regularly at morning
assemblies, we initiated a recycling campaign. We placed
two boxes in every classroom to collect plastic bottles and
waste papers respectively, and requested schoolmates
to bring them to the big recycling bins in the two tuck
shops from time to time. More and more schoolmates,
as | observed, were standing up to request their fellow
classmates to turn off classroom lights, computer monitors
and air-conditioners whenever practicable.

Way Forward

We have handed over our job to this year’s form six, and |
was delighted when a form six girl came to me for advice
on this year’s environmental protection work. In her eyes |
saw passion to make a difference.

Dreams often start small. How much we can accomplish in one
year does not matter. The crucial thing is that from now on,
every year there will be people working
towards the goal. | believe that one day
our schoolmates will be different and
our'school will become a better place
to learn:

Yeung Kai Ching_(7B)
Former Chief Civic Education Assistant
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Editorial Board (2008-2009)
Yip Chui Man, May l\/lay|Chan Seung Yan, Sonja | Lee Shek Yuk Yu, Ruth | Chow Siu Fung |Huen Kwai Fun| Chiu Suk Fun
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Budding with success

Motivated by a group of passionate teachers, Mr Joe Ng,
Mr Fung Wing Yin and Ms Chow Siu Fung, the Long-
distance Running Team was formed this school year. We
believe that through regular practices and races with our
team members, the culture of healthy lifestyle can be
cultivated in school. Over 30 students from S1 to S7 have
joined the team. We practise running on nearly every
Wednesday afternoon on Bowen Road. To begin with
small success, the team started with 3 km practice and
will progress to 8 km run in February. We did have some
teething problems as many team members complained
about sore legs after practice. As a result, some of them
dropped out. However, no pain no gain - after enduring the
fatigue for several weeks, some of them showed sign of
craving for running.

Champion
To further enhance members’ capability, they were
encouraged to join the Inter-school Cross Country
Competition in October 2008. Out of our expectation, our
team became the Champion in A Grade (Division Ill). The
trophy gave us both recognition and encouragement. We
become more daring to try and to break through in personal
growth. In December, 12 students and two teachers joined
the Southern District Beach Run. It was full of fun and
excitement to run between the Deep Water Bay and the
Repulse Bay. The wonderful scenery along the track fueled
the runners with energy. Our next challenge is the 10 km
race of the Standard Chartered Hong Kong Marathon 2009
to be held on 8 February. About six students have joined
the race, and three teachers would target for full marathon.
We hope they would all complete
the race with determination and
satisfaction. It is our dream that
more and more students would enjoy |
running and keep it as their life-long |
hobby. Through running, we become

healthier with greater will-power!

Long-distance Running Team

Mo Mun Yu, Donna | Wong Choi Fong, Fanny | Lai Chui Yiu, Patricia | Chan Ka Man, Carrie (6A) | Chan Pui Yiu, Vicky (6B)
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‘Fashion Game’ Interschool
Dance Festival

‘Here | am’ Central and Western
District Dance Competition, 1st
Runner up

The Silcocks Hall was filled with
thundering excitement when
about 14 members of staff,
dressed in school uniform, sang
the Christmas carols in Christmas
Variety Show. Can you find Mr
Fung Wing Yin in the picture?

Southern District Beach Run
held on 17 Dec 2008

Hurray, on 8 Feb, 9 students
were filled with joy and
excitment upon their completion
of the Standard Chartered
Marathon 2009 10 km.

In November 2008, about 20
members of the Church of Holy
Infant Jesus Secondary (Toa
Payoh) CHIJ in Singapore paid
us a half-day visit.

All Hong Kong Schools Jing
Ying Basketball Tournaments
2008-2009 - 1st Runner-up

First entered into Inter-School
Division |, the volleyball team
of the school had amazed the
press by making their way to
the semi-final. The team was
awarded the 2nd runner-up in
the competition.

Last December, the Christmas
Service was held in the Hop
Yat Church. The Junior Choir
accompanied by the world
renowned harpist Miss Yu Dan
sang and praised the Lord in
the service.

Alvina Hung (6B) has joined the "Young Politicians" programme
organized by the Radio Television Hong Kong (RTHK). It provides
Alvina and 39 local students a platform to discuss and to debate
on social and political issues with politicians and journalists. The
programme is on-air every Saturday from 10:00 to 11:00 in Radio 2.
Alvina found the opportunity being joyful, eye-opening and inspiring.
To reflect, Alvina wishes to encourage her fellow schoolmates to take
a more proactive role in the betterment of Hong Kong society.
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